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Section One: General Information 

 

 
 
I. Introduction 

 

The Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS), Immunization Unit, has 
prepared the Texas Vaccines for Children Program (TVFC) Operations Manual.  
Consultation on the policies in this manual are conducted routinely with the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Center for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS), DSHS, and many other organizations. 

 
The purpose of the Operations Manual is to consolidate TVFC policies and 
information into one source document for health service regions (HSR) and local 
health departments (LHD).  The contents are intended only for those entities and 
not for other providers enrolled in the TVFC.  The Operations Manual will be 
updated and distributed on an annual basis.  Throughout the year, the 
Immunization Branch and the TVFC will continue to educate providers on new 
policies via official memorandums.  Each memorandum should be placed in the 
back of the Operations Manual.  At the time of the annual update, all policy 
memorandums for the previous year will be incorporated as policy within the 
manual. 

 
After reviewing this manual, partners are asked to complete the survey in the 
back. Your input is important so that future versions of the TVFC Operations 
Manual can be improved. 

 
 
 

II. Public Health Law Establishing the VFC Program 
 

The federal Vaccines for Children (VFC) Program is authorized by the Omnibus 
Budget Reconciliation Act (OBRA), section 1928 of the Social Security Act. 

 
Funding from the federal VFC is supplemented with 317 and state General 
Revenue funds to support TVFC and all immunization activities across Texas. 

 
The TVFC enables over 5 million Texas children to have access to affordable 
immunizations.  This is accomplished through a network of support within DSHS 
and with support from private and public entities, such as the LHDs and private 
physicians. 
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III. Vision and Mission of the Immunization Unit 
 

Vision 
 
A Texas free of vaccine-preventable diseases. 
 

 
Mission 
 
To provide leadership to increase vaccine coverage levels and reduce the burden 
of vaccine-preventable diseases for all Texas infants, children, adolescents, and 
adults. 

 
 
 

IV. Goals of the DSHS Immunization Unit 
 

 Raise and sustain vaccine coverage levels for infants and children; 

 Improve adolescent vaccine coverage levels; 

 Improve adult vaccine coverage levels; 

 Prevent and reduce cases of vaccine preventable diseases; 

 Maintain and improve public health preparedness; and 

 Promote and practice the safe handling of vaccines and ensure the 
accountability of all program components. 

 
 
 

V. Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act 
(HIPAA) Privacy Rule 

 

OVERVIEW: 
 

The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA), Public 
Law 104-191, was enacted on August 21, 1996.  Sections 261 – 264 of HIPAA 
require the Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS) to publicize 
standards for the electronic exchange, privacy and security of health information. 
The resulting legislation, the Privacy Rule, was finalized and published in August 
2002. 

 
One major purpose of the Privacy Rule is to define and limit the circumstance in 
which an individual’s Protected Health Information (PHI) can be used or 
disclosed to covered entities.  A covered entity may not use or disclose PHI, 
except either: (1) as the Privacy Rule permits or requires; or (2) as the individual 
who is the subject of the information (or the individual’s personal representative) 
authorizes in writing. 
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IMPACT ON PUBLIC HEALTH: 
 

45 CFR § 164.512 (b) of the Privacy Rule advises that a covered entity may 
disclose, without individual authorization, PHI to a public health authority* that is 
legally authorized to collect or receive the information, a covered entity for the 
purposes of preventing or controlling disease, injury, or disability including but not 
limited to 

 Reporting of disease, injury, and vital events (e.g., birth or death); and 

 Conducting public health surveillance, investigations, and interventions 
 

*Or to an entity working under a grant of authority from a public health authority, 
or when directed by a public health authority. 
 

 

VI. TVFC Regional Contacts 
 
HSR 1-Lubbock 
Leigh Johnston 
Department of State Health Services 
Immunizations - Health Service Region 1  
6302 Iola Avenue 
Lubbock, Texas 79424 | map 
Phone: (806) 744-3577 
Fax: (806) 783-6435 

 

HSR 2/3-Arlington 
Cheryl Millican 
Department of State Health Services 
Health Service Region 2/3  
1301 S. Bowen St., Ste. 200 
Arlington, TX 76013 | map 
Phone: (817) 264-4795 
Fax: (817) 264-4800 

 
 

   
 

HSR 4/5N-Tyler 
Tammi Little 
Department of State Health Services 
Health Service Region 4/5N 
1517 W Front Street 
Tyler, TX 75702 | map 
Phone: (903) 533-5266 
Fax: (903) 533-9502 

 

HSR 6/5S-Houston 
Stephanie P. Martin 
Department of State Health Services 
Health Service Region 6/5S  
5425 Polk Street, Ste. J 
Houston, TX 77023 | map 
Phone: (713) 767-3410 
Fax: (713) 767-3889 

 
 

HSR 7-Temple 
Diane Romnes  
Department of State Health Services 
Health Service Region 7  
2408 S. 37th Street 
Temple, TX 76504 | map 
Phone: (254) 778-6744 
Fax: (254) 771-2612 

HSR 8-Uvalde 
Laurie Henefey 
Department of State Health Services 
Immunizations - Health Service Region 8 
2201 East Main, Suite A 
Uvalde, Texas 78801 | map 
Phone: (830) 591-4386 
Fax: (830) 278-1831 

http://www.dshs.texas.gov/region1/default.shtm
https://goo.gl/maps/9ZFgcxuMpPJ2
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/region2-3/default.shtm
https://goo.gl/maps/Xy33ydh46aC2
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/region4-5/default.shtm
https://goo.gl/maps/PgGFC29b6XM2
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/region6-5/default.shtm
https://goo.gl/maps/4AezNvxrV6F2
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/region7/default.shtm
https://goo.gl/maps/JxRD3BFqVj82
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/region8/default.shtm
https://goo.gl/maps/yMDwsS9SUc72
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HSR 9/10-El Paso 
Donna Anders 
Department of State Health Services 
Health Service Region 9/10  
2301 N. Big Spring, Ste. 300 
Midland, TX 79705 | map 
Phone: (432) 571-4133 
Fax: (432) 571-4153 

 

HSR 11-Harlingen 
Department of State Health Services 
Health Service Region 11 
601 W Sesame Drive 
Harlingen, TX 78550 | map 
Phone: (956) 421-5546 
Fax: (956) 443-3216 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/region9-10/default.shtm
https://goo.gl/maps/cuiK93c4a2m
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/region11/default.shtm
https://goo.gl/maps/CztqGCpJQvp

